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MARK SECTION (no change)

ARGUMENT(S)

The application presently stands refused under Trademark Act Section 2(d) in light of the existing
registrations for GENERATIONS MANAGEMENT and GENERATIONS REALTY (both of which are
owned by the same entity applied to, respectively, "real estate leasing and property management" and
"real estate brokerage") and the existing registration for GENERATION HOMES (and design) (applied
to real estate development") and further, disclaimer has been requested of the phrase "SENIOR
LIVING." As set forth in this request for reconsideration, Applicant respectfully traverses the refusal
under Section 2(d) and requests that it be withdrawn. As an initial matter, Applicant has amended its
claim of goods and services to remove international class 37 to "Real estate development." As noted
above, the mark for GENERATION HOMES (and design) above is only registered in class 37, and is
not registered for leasing of apartments or management of apartments, which are now the only
remaining goods and services of the present application. Accordingly, Applicant respectfully submits
that no likelihood of confusion exists between the present application and GENERATION HOMES
(and design). In its prior response, Applicant noted that there are numerous registrations within Class 36
that include GENERATION(S) together with other, often disclaimed, words as applied to property
leasing and management services. This evidences that the consuming public is exposed to thirdparty use
of similar marks for similar services and, thus, is relevant to show that the cited marks are relatively
weak and entitled to only a narrow scope of protection and third party registrations can be considered
for that purpose. As supporting evidence, Applicant included registrations for marks that include
GENERATION(S), including NEW GENERATION REALTY and NEXT GENERATION FLAT FEE
BROKER, in addition to the cited registrations. The present office action dismisses the previous
argument and submitted evidence, stating that "Evidence of weakness or dilution consisting solely of
third-party registrationsÂ… is generally entitled to little weight in determining the strength of a mark,
because such registrations do not establish that the registered marks identified therein are in actual use
in the marketplace." In response, Applicant submits new evidence demonstrating that the prior
submitted registrations are actually in use in the marketplace. A declaration is submitted with the
evidence in support of the evidence, declaring that the evidence was accurate as of June 5, 2015. The
submitted web pages demonstrate that the marks NEW GENERATION REALTY and NEXT
GENERATION FLAT FEE BROKER (and design) are currently in use in commerce. The present
office action further alleges that the words NEW and NEXT in the above referenced marks help those
marks to "create a different commercial impression." However, Applicant notes that both the words
NEW and NEXT are commonly used in within the class and therefore should not provide any



substantial weight in the registration of those marks. See, US Reg. 3314657 for THE NEXT GREAT
NEIGHBORHOOD for Real estate services, namely, real estate listing, real estate brokerage, real estate
leasing, real estate sales management and management of commercial and residential property, US Reg.
3141792 for NEXT REALTY MIDWEST for real estate brokerage services; real estate agency services
in the nature of assisting tenants with identifying and leasing properties, US Reg. 3141788 for NEXT
REALTY MID-ATLANTIC for real estate brokerage services; real estate agency services in the nature
of assisting tenants with identifying and leasing properties, US Reg. 4482162 for ALWAYS NEW for
Leasing and rental of shopping mall space, office space, and entertainment center space, and US Reg.
4105565 for NEW GROUND REALTY SERVICES for Arranging of leases and rental agreements for
real estate; leasing of real estate. In light of Applicant's amendment of the goods and services, and the
newly submitted evidence and arguments herein, Applicant respectfully submits that the focus solely on
the word GENERATIONS impermissibly analyzes the mark in a piecemeal fashion. Viewed as a whole,
in light of the evidence that the consuming public is exposed to third-party use of similar marks for
similar services and, thus, the cited marks are relatively weak and entitled to only a narrow scope of
protection, it is respectfully submitted that the mark that is the subject of the current application does not
create a likelihood of confusion with respect to any of the marks of the cited registrations (or the others
made of record), all of which coexist on the register and in the marketplace without confusion. For the
reasons set forth above, in light of Applicant's agreement to entry of the requested disclaimer, Applicant
respectfully submits that the application is in order for allowance and requests that the refusal under
Section 2(d) be withdrawn
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Request for Reconsideration after Final Action
To the Commissioner for Trademarks:

Application serial no. 86251550 has been amended as follows:

ARGUMENT(S)
In response to the substantive refusal(s), please note the following:

The application presently stands refused under Trademark Act Section 2(d) in light of the existing
registrations for GENERATIONS MANAGEMENT and GENERATIONS REALTY (both of which are
owned by the same entity applied to, respectively, "real estate leasing and property management" and "real
estate brokerage") and the existing registration for GENERATION HOMES (and design) (applied to real
estate development") and further, disclaimer has been requested of the phrase "SENIOR LIVING." As set
forth in this request for reconsideration, Applicant respectfully traverses the refusal under Section 2(d) and
requests that it be withdrawn. As an initial matter, Applicant has amended its claim of goods and services
to remove international class 37 to "Real estate development." As noted above, the mark for
GENERATION HOMES (and design) above is only registered in class 37, and is not registered for leasing
of apartments or management of apartments, which are now the only remaining goods and services of the
present application. Accordingly, Applicant respectfully submits that no likelihood of confusion exists
between the present application and GENERATION HOMES (and design). In its prior response,
Applicant noted that there are numerous registrations within Class 36 that include GENERATION(S)
together with other, often disclaimed, words as applied to property leasing and management services. This
evidences that the consuming public is exposed to thirdparty use of similar marks for similar services and,
thus, is relevant to show that the cited marks are relatively weak and entitled to only a narrow scope of
protection and third party registrations can be considered for that purpose. As supporting evidence,
Applicant included registrations for marks that include GENERATION(S), including NEW
GENERATION REALTY and NEXT GENERATION FLAT FEE BROKER, in addition to the cited
registrations. The present office action dismisses the previous argument and submitted evidence, stating
that "Evidence of weakness or dilution consisting solely of third-party registrationsÂ… is generally entitled to
little weight in determining the strength of a mark, because such registrations do not establish that the



registered marks identified therein are in actual use in the marketplace." In response, Applicant submits
new evidence demonstrating that the prior submitted registrations are actually in use in the marketplace. A
declaration is submitted with the evidence in support of the evidence, declaring that the evidence was
accurate as of June 5, 2015. The submitted web pages demonstrate that the marks NEW GENERATION
REALTY and NEXT GENERATION FLAT FEE BROKER (and design) are currently in use in
commerce. The present office action further alleges that the words NEW and NEXT in the above
referenced marks help those marks to "create a different commercial impression." However, Applicant
notes that both the words NEW and NEXT are commonly used in within the class and therefore should not
provide any substantial weight in the registration of those marks. See, US Reg. 3314657 for THE NEXT
GREAT NEIGHBORHOOD for Real estate services, namely, real estate listing, real estate brokerage, real
estate leasing, real estate sales management and management of commercial and residential property, US
Reg. 3141792 for NEXT REALTY MIDWEST for real estate brokerage services; real estate agency
services in the nature of assisting tenants with identifying and leasing properties, US Reg. 3141788 for
NEXT REALTY MID-ATLANTIC for real estate brokerage services; real estate agency services in the
nature of assisting tenants with identifying and leasing properties, US Reg. 4482162 for ALWAYS NEW
for Leasing and rental of shopping mall space, office space, and entertainment center space, and US Reg.
4105565 for NEW GROUND REALTY SERVICES for Arranging of leases and rental agreements for
real estate; leasing of real estate. In light of Applicant's amendment of the goods and services, and the
newly submitted evidence and arguments herein, Applicant respectfully submits that the focus solely on
the word GENERATIONS impermissibly analyzes the mark in a piecemeal fashion. Viewed as a whole,
in light of the evidence that the consuming public is exposed to third-party use of similar marks for similar
services and, thus, the cited marks are relatively weak and entitled to only a narrow scope of protection, it
is respectfully submitted that the mark that is the subject of the current application does not create a
likelihood of confusion with respect to any of the marks of the cited registrations (or the others made of
record), all of which coexist on the register and in the marketplace without confusion. For the reasons set
forth above, in light of Applicant's agreement to entry of the requested disclaimer, Applicant respectfully
submits that the application is in order for allowance and requests that the refusal under Section 2(d) be
withdrawn
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CLASSIFICATION AND LISTING OF GOODS/SERVICES
Applicant hereby deletes the following class of goods/services from the application.
Class 037 for Real estate development
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Request for Reconsideration Signature
Signature: /TEE/     Date: 06/05/2015
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Signatory's Position: attorney of record, admitted in Michigan
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Signatory's Phone Number: 616-336-6000

The signatory has confirmed that he/she is an attorney who is a member in good standing of the bar of the
highest court of a U.S. state, which includes the District of Columbia, Puerto Rico, and other federal
territories and possessions; and he/she is currently the applicant's attorney or an associate thereof; and to
the best of his/her knowledge, if prior to his/her appointment another U.S. attorney or a Canadian
attorney/agent not currently associated with his/her company/firm previously represented the applicant in
this matter: (1) the applicant has filed or is concurrently filing a signed revocation of or substitute power
of attorney with the USPTO; (2) the USPTO has granted the request of the prior representative to
withdraw; (3) the applicant has filed a power of attorney appointing him/her in this matter; or (4) the
applicant's appointed U.S. attorney or Canadian attorney/agent has filed a power of attorney appointing
him/her as an associate attorney in this matter.

The applicant is not filing a Notice of Appeal in conjunction with this Request for Reconsideration.

        

Serial Number: 86251550
Internet Transmission Date: Fri Jun 05 17:28:23 EDT 2015
TEAS Stamp: USPTO/RFR-24.172.186.58-2015060517282356
1110-86251550-530bded26f5a6663a7ff25cdee
c5f8104a6f754c69285f1f1544468abb2bb99aa4
-N/A-N/A-20150605172317784805








	TEAS Request Reconsideration after FOA - 2015-06-05

